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S/N: 10/709,775 



Atty Dkt No. 81096680 (FMC 1705 PUS) 



Comments 



The examiner's statement of reasons for allowance does not address all 



allowed independent claims. The prior art does not disclose or suggest a hose clamp 
installation tool in accordance with Claim 9, which was allowed in its original form and 
broadened during prosecution, comprising a housing having a distal end, a plurality of tabs 
extending from the distal end for engaging a clamp, an engagement surface disposed adjacent 
to the plurality of tabs for engaging the clamp to release the clamp from an open position and 
allow the clamp to shift to a closed position, and a sensor for providing a signal indicative of 
the shifting of the clamp. 



Similarly the prior art does not disclose or suggest a hose clamp installation 



tool in accordance with Claim 15, comprising a housing, an arm extending from the 
housing, the arm including a tab and an engagement surface, wherein the tab contacts a first 
clamp tab and the housing is moved to position the engagement surface in contact with a 
second clamp tab to release the clamp from an open position and allow the clamp to shift to 
a closed position, and a sensor for providing a signal indicative of shifting of the clamp 
from the open position to the closed position. 
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